
      
Burton Valley Elementary is one

of five schools on a combined 80
acres of land that make up the district.
It “represents a significant public in-
vestment,” said School Board Presi-
dent David Gerson.  “The district
wants to be a prudent property
owner.” 

      
With tight budgets since 2008,

due to state cutbacks, the entire dis-
trict reigned in costs and lived within
its budget, explained Gerson. There
just wasn’t the capacity to spend ad-
ditional funds on deferred mainte-
nance, but now it’s time to address
those issues.

      
The district already has the initial

version of a report, the Facilities Mas-
ter Plan, which assesses infrastructure
needs – everything from roofs, win-
dows, grounds, plumbing and more –
and will prioritize repairs.  Some
work has been done at all of the dis-

trict schools over the years, and all the
campuses have solar panels to help
defray utility costs. 

      
With only about $3 million in a

special account for maintenance, Zinn
stated, “It’s very clear that won’t meet
our needs.” The district is “exploring
all possibilities” for funding to ac-
commodate necessary upgrades.
Once the Facilities Master Plan report
is complete, a revenue committee will
recommend a plan of action that will
go before the school board.

      
Repairs at Burton Valley Elemen-

tary are expected to be complete in
the near future.  The gas will remain
off until the contractor as well as
PG&E fully test the lines.  Unfortu-
nately, expensive, unfunded infra-
structure repairs will likely be a
common theme in Lafayette and be-
yond as schools continue to age from
sea to shining sea.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, March 11, 2015 A3

34 ARDILLA RD
46 SARAH LN
16 SARAH LN 
28 SARAH LN

459 FERNWOOD DR
75 SANDERS RANCH

392 SPRINGFIELD
41 MERRILL 

83 MARIE PL
132 WHITETHORNE

9 LISA LN
8 LOUISE CT**
1203 RIMER DR
1218 RIMER DR
1224 RIMER DR
1229 RIMER DR
1236 RIMER DR
1295 RIMER DR
133 SHUEY DR**

89 SHUEY DR
70 SHUEY DR
24 CARR DR

367 DEERFIELD DR
36 BUCKINGHAM
20 BUCKINGHAM
39 BUCKINGHAM

1798 ST ANDREWS**
160 SELBORNE DR
1124 SANDERS DR
1099 SANDERS DR
1076 SANDERS DR*

24 FREITAS DR*
3 WANDEL DR
4 WANDEL DR

149 WALFORD DR
108 WALFORD DR

4 SPARROW CT
11 KETELSEN

8 PIMENTEL CT
258 LAKEFIELD PL
133 WESTCHESTER

15 BRECK CT**
830 AUGUSTA DR**
1012 LARCH AVE***

1164 LARCH AVE
1160 LARCH AVE
1027 LARCH AVE
1024 LARCH AVE
1148 LARCH AVE
1204 LARCH AVE
1056 LARCH AVE

156 MIRAMONTE DR
201 MIRAMONTE DR

16 JOSEFA PL
430 N. CIVIC DR #403
1025 ALTA MESA DR

1161 ALTA MESA
2740 N. MAIN ST

1018 RIVER ROCK LN**
1613 GEARY RD

1301 GOLDENRAIN
1976 FOX RIDGE CT

94 G ELDER**
1409 CAMINO PERAL
1403 CAMINO PERAL
1418 CAMINO PERAL*
1405 CAMINO PERAL
1437 CAMINO PERAL

1416 CAMINO PERAL***
1475 CAMINO PERAL

1515 A CAMINO PERAL
407 WOODMINSTER

422 BUSTOS
120 VIA JOAQUIN
1775 PANDA WAY

236 VALLEY GLEN*    
180 VALLEY GLEN

205 VISTA GLEN PL
950 OAK VISTA

565 PALO ALTO PL
2020 DATE ST

5521 LIKENS AVE
133 DARTMOUTH PL

11770 PACIFIC COAST HWY
19511 ALANA RD***

7 EL CAMINO FL
20 JUNIPER WAY

20 ROSS DR*
30 ROSS DR*

3 WOODFORD DR
10 WOODFORD DR
19021 SCHUESTER

3628 BICKERSTAFF
67 LA CRESTA

115 FIRESTONE DR
11 SAGE CT

895 STONEGATE CIR
31 COLORADO

3 CREEKWOOD CT
540 LAURA ANN CT

210 CARMEL**
51 CAMINO ENCINAS

Experience counts. Some of my closed sales.
529 OAKSHIRE PL
201 TUMBLEWEED

650 SKY HY CT
6 TANGLEWOOD LN

42 LA ENCINAL
1729 RELIEZ VALLEY
2211 TICE VALLEY***
6373 ARMS LAKE RD

1348 NAVELLIER
407 LAVA CT

52 SHASTA CT
0 GRUND LN (LOT)

1715 139TH ST
5180 CAMINO ALTA

2277 STAR AVE
4416 PAMPAS CIR

2971 CONSUELO RD
4255 WILSON LN

955 ROSEHEDGE CT
2 AGHALEE LN*

1018 RIVER ROCK**
1919 YGNACIO VLY***
309 CORTE GABRIEL
200 RIO GRANDE CT
324 HOLIDAY HILLS
21 BROOKWOOD RD
1602 RANCHO VIEW
3545 BOYER CIRCLE

938 MOHR LN
3569 BADDING RD*

35 BAYLOR LN
1092 MAYWOOD LN
325 BEACON RIDGE

3 ROBERTS CT
78 SLEEPY HOLLOW

1891 APOLLO CT
1043 CAMINO PABLO
295 CALLE LA MESA
428 ZINFANDEL CIR

1522 RISHELL DR
358 EL TOYONAL

8 SAGER CT
15804 CAMBRIDGE*

480 MISSION BAY #533
3044 SHETLAND DR
1080 CEDARWOOD

2268 PEPPER DR
386 ODIN 

1090 LARCH AVE*
1235 LARCH AVE

6 LARCH LN
1843 JOSEPH DR

9 FLUETI DR
679 MORAGA RD
656 MORAGA RD

433 MORAGA WAY*
139 PASEO DEL RIO
1426 DE LA CRUZ
107 NATALIE DR

257 SANDRINGHAM
238 SANDRINGHAM
235 SANDRINGHAM

1072 COUNTRY CLUB 
1080 COUNTRY CLUB

401 BIRCHWOOD
354 BIRCHWOOD
398 BIRCHWOOD

268 BIRCHWOOD***
1835 LAMPLIGHT
279 THARP DR

160 VIA JUAQUIN
13 DONALD DR
2220 LOCH LN
1924 ASCOT**
1939 ASCOT

1977 ASCOT #5
1977 ASCOT #6

2055 ASCOT #107
2075 ASCOT #121
2079 ASCOT #140

2067 ASCOT #242*
1958 ASCOT

144 ASCOT #2
2063 ASCOT

2135 ASCOT #11
2135 ASCOT #28
2135 ASCOT #17

2135 ASCOT #20***
2135 ASCOT #27*
2135 ASCOT #26**
2135 ASCOT #24

2087 ASCOT #224
2087 ASCOT #124
2079 ASCOT #135*

2024 ASCOT
2083 ASCOT #133
2091 ASCOT #127
2145 DONALD #9

96 MIRAMONTE DR

*Represented both buyer and seller **Sold twice ***Sold 3 times or had 3 di�erent transactions on property

Celebrating Citizen of  the
Year Marechal Duncan 
By Cathy Tyson

History buff Marechal Duncan
has secured an official place in

Lafayette’s own history, becoming the
2015 Citizen of the Year, thanks to his
long and varied track record of donat-
ing countless hours for the good of the
city.  With wife, Doris, the young cou-
ple settled in Lafayette about 60 years
ago, and like many, bought a shiny
new ranch house and raised their fam-
ily here. 

      
Now 93, Duncan is consistently

positive, engaging and interested in a
host of senior-focused issues.  His
fans speculate that his pleasant de-
meanor and inquisitiveness con-
tributes to his good health and
longevity.  

     
“We’re his girlfriends,” said

Mary McCosker at the Historical
Society office, calling Duncan, who
serves as vice president of the or-
ganization, charming and hand-
some.  All the ladies who work
there – Judie Peterson, Jeanine
Kikkert, Laura Torkelson, Sande
Hubbs, Nancy Flood, Ruth Bailey
and McCosker – have nothing but
kind words about this courtly gen-
tleman and his warmth, honesty
and great sense of humor.  He
works there every Saturday.

      
Upstairs at the library, Duncan

created and donated a unique piece
from the 1830s – a pair of branding
irons with a hide bearing the brand of
early Lafayette settler Elam Brown,
along with official paperwork about
the property purchase from Contra
Costa County.  Senior Community
Library Manager Vickie Sciacca de-
scribes the heartfelt welcome Duncan
gave her during a presentation about
the library at the Senior Symposium
when she was the newly appointed li-
brarian. “It made me feel already
home,” she said.

      
“Marechal has been an unfailing

cheerleader for the library,” explained

Anne Grodin, former mayor and city
council member, and one of the
founders of the Lafayette Commu-
nity Foundation.  When talking
about the fundraising campaign and
the planning for the new Lafayette
Library and Learning Center, she
said, “He always looked toward the
future and what his beloved commu-
nity could be.”

      
Duncan was instrumental in get-

ting the now annual Senior Sympo-
sium off the ground, as a co-chair of
the event through the Lafayette Com-
munity Foundation’s Liaison Com-
mittee for Seniors.  He and others
visualized an event where expert
speakers would discuss the many as-
pects of aging.  The event, now going
on its seventh year, continues to be a
great free resource for many seniors
and their families, especially those in-
terested in aging in place. 

      
As part of his Eagle Scout project,

then Acalanes High School senior
Aaron Miller became a member of
the Lafayette Community Founda-
tion’s Senior Liaison Committee and
partnered with Duncan to work on the
Senior Symposium.  The two – being
the oldest and youngest in the group
– hit it off.  Both were involved in
local Boy Scout Troop 204, Miller as
a current member, and Duncan as a
troop leader ages ago when his kids
were Scouts.  Miller calls him a
“straight up boss,” a powerful teenage
compliment.

      
As a passionate advocate for sen-

iors, he’s been involved since the be-
ginning with the Lamorinda Village,
a nonprofit community-based organ-
ization that endeavors to help seniors
remain in their homes. He was also on
the team that got Lafayette’s first mo-
torized fire engine, “Old Betsy,” that
served the town in the 1920s and
1930s running again.  He was co-
chair of the Sesquicentennial Celebra-
tion, also known as the town’s 150th
birthday party.  And the list goes on.

      
“In the end, it’s not the years

in your life that count.  It’s the life
in your years,” said Abraham Lin-
coln almost 150 years ago.  Dun-
can has clearly made the most of
his retirement years, squeezing in
lots of life and joy – and
Lafayette is better for it.  

      
He’ll be celebrated at a dinner in

his honor on Friday, March 27 at the
Lafayette Park Hotel.  Reservations
are required; contact the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce for details at
(925) 284-7404. 

Gas Leak at Burton Valley
Elementary School 
... continued from page A2
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Multi-Unit Residential Specialist
Expert in the sale and purchase of duplexes 

to 18 unit properties

Great 5 unit, no rent control
2 blocks to Piedmont Ave
Over 5.5% return!

5 units in
Montclair
Hills with
views and
great
income!

NEW LISTING JUST CLOSED

Berkeley, fantastic 4 plex. Great
Current Income and Owner
Occupy Opportunity.

• 14+ Years experience as owner/hands-on manager of residential and commercial apartment buildings.
• Market rent analysis by neighborhood to maximize property values for current owners.
• Strategies for successful multi-unit property ownership
• Identify and advise on 1031 Exchange opportunities

RECENT 
TRANSACTION

ALL LAFAYETTE RESIDENTS
Want to keep good schools and semi-rural atmosphere? 

Too much traffic? Local v. Regional Planning? Other issues?

Save this date & come and be heard!!
APRIL 23, 2015 TOWN HALL MEETING 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY HALL- LAFAYETTE LIBRARY & LEARNING CENTER

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR DETAILS TO FOLLOW
SPONSORED BY LAFAYETTE HOMEOWNERS COUNCIL




